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Biography

Born in 1979, Shahdadpur a small town in Sindh, Irfan Gul Dahri holds a Master’s 
degree in Visual Art from National College of Arts and was awarded with Principal’s 
Honors Award in 2011. He was also awarded with Charles Wallace Visiting Artist 
Fellowship 2013/14 to study in Prince’s School of Traditional Arts, London. He 
participated in Karachi Biennale 2019 with his sculptural installation for public in 
Karachi Zoo, and Lahore Biennale 2020 collateral event “It’s About Body” – a project 
of Studio RM at O Art Space, Art for Climate Change art residency Naran in 2018, 
Climate Change and Art – A Practitioners’ Retreat, art residency Swat in 2016 and 
Vasl residency Karachi in 2007. Dahri has remained active in various community 
projects regarding student counseling and training through lectures, seminars, 
discussions and formal art classes at NCA, UOG, PU, NTU, BNU, Studio RM and 
other institutions. Irfan received ‘Sadequain Pride of Performance Award’ in 2021, 
‘Arjumand Painting award’ in 2017 as well as Chughtai Award and Principal’s Honors 
Award in 2003 for academic excellence in B. Design from NCA where he has been 
teaching as permanent faculty since 2006. Dahri has had five solo shows along with 
numerous group exhibitions in Pakistan, Dubai, Singapore, England, America and 
India. Gul worked as gallery curator O Art Space for four years from its inception in 
2017 till 2020 and continues to remain on their advisory board. Irfan is also the co-
founder of ART OTAQ, a dynamic platform for the greater exposure of art, culture and 
education. He also curates’ exhibitions as an independent curator at various venues. 
He lives and works in Lahore, Pakistan.

Statement

As kids, we hear stories specifically folk literature with various fantastic characters of hybrid nature possessing human and 
non-human attributes and emotions living in far-away lands of magic which makes them strangely attractive in our wild world 
of imagination. Kids draw flowers with a smile on them or a dark cloud with an angry face, similarly when elders call kids 
‘Angel’, ‘Maano Billi’, ‘Bunny rabbit’ and ‘little Monsters’, they associate certain non-human attributes to humans. We see 
‘things’ in clouds, old walls and water stains while our deep desires, fears and beliefs manifest themselves into dreams and 
hallucinations. From Egyptian, Greek and Hindu mythologies to Tom and Jerry and emojis, human beings have been living 
this parallel reality through creative imagination since time immemorial. ‘Paradise and other fairy tales’ series is how I reflect 
on the ideas and stories dwelling between the realm of perceived existence and fantasy.



درمیاں
Acrylic on canvas, 22 x 22 inches



جھیل یک س�ی
Acrylic on canvas, 33 x 33 inches



ی دیس جل �پ
Acrylic on canvas, 33 x 33 inches



ا ت�ن
Acrylic on canvas, 33 x 33 inches



الڈال
Acrylic on canvas, 33 x 33 inches



دل یک ُدنیا
Acrylic on canvas, 45 x 33 inches



دوست
Acrylic on canvas, 45 x 33 inches



گ
�

َ
دل ل

Acrylic on canvas, 58 x 32 inches



واب
ُ

خ
Acrylic on canvas, 45 x 45 inches



 آس ۔ ۱
Acrylic on canvas, 13 x 13 inches



 آس ۔ ۲
Acrylic on canvas, 13 x 13 inches




