


Emergence: a revelation of self; is an amalgamation of Ammama Malik 
and Jibran Shahid’s journey as artists. Their collective narrative is partly 
autobiographical and articulates their own personal understanding of their 
environment. The subjects in the paintings are sculpted with such finesse 
that one can feel their veins pulsating through the canvas. This exhibition 
breaks away from the conventional and dares to explore manifestations of 
self; with a masterful celebration of the human anatomy, as they appear in 
silhouettes or out in the clearing against a reverie of colors.
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Curator & Editor of The Artistic Scene



AmmAmA mAlik

Ammama Malik is a graduate from National College of Arts, Rawalpindi who 
has majored in painting. Her work is unique as she revives the essence of 
true painting, where words and ideas take a backseat. She states her work 
as “painting for the sake of painting”, taking inspiration from the paintings 
of the Renaissance and Baroque eras. The works of art are a recollection 
of the past and stand out in a sea of modern artworks.

Subjects are captured in a dreamlike state, detached from their surroundings, 
these figures comfort themselves, at times curled up in the fetus position 
and sometimes lightly draped in the warmth of covers using them as a 
protective medium. Remaining in a raw surreal state the subjects emerge 
from hiding and gradually connect with their environment, somewhat aware 
of it but still not involved; a slow transition from disassociation to being 
begins. The artworks draw inspiration from the Baroque and Renaissance 
eras and traditional techniques have been used to produce the paintings 
whilst keeping the contemporary world in mind. In her work drapery has 
always played a prominent role as an object of concealment, however, in 
this series it goes further and offers protection, a safe haven to the subjects 
to reveal their true selves.



SOLACE, 2022
Oil on canvas, 42 x 30 inches



EMBRACED, 2022
Oil on canvas, 48 x 30 inches



DENIAL, 2022
Oil on canvas, 24 x 18 inches



MANIFESTING, 2022
Oil on canvas, 36 x 24 inches



THE CLEARING, 2022
Oil on canvas, 24 x 18 inches



THE EXPLORER, 2022
Oil on canvas, 42 x 30 inches



SURFACING, 2022
Oil on canvas, 36 x 36 inches



REVERIE, 2021
Oil on canvas, 35 x 26 inches



DILEMMA, 2022
Oil on canvas, 24 x 36 inches



DREAMER, 2021
Oil on canvas, 30 x 42 inches



Jibran shahid

Jibran Shahid (B. 1992) based in Rawalpindi, Pakistan is a multidisciplinary 
artist who works with drawing, painting, and sculpture. He obtained his BFA 
from National College of Arts, Rawalpindi in 2016, and his work has been 
exhibited frequently across Pakistan. Jibran’s art practice is based in an 
exploration of classical beauty, from which point he deconstructs and re-
assembles the basic component parts to create singular forms of hybridity. 
His work draws inspiration from Greek mythology and explores elements of 
human figure and it’s relation to nature.

Art is a sacred language that can transport us through the numerous 
dimensions of our minds. Jibran’s work immerses itself in the exploration 
of the human psyche, it studies the simple pleasures that our environment 
can offer and it also ponders on the fear that may be triggered by the 
same nature in a different setting. How individualistic are our experiences, 
regardless of our collective existence. Jibran often finds himself drawn to 
painting very defined renaissance inspired figures enclosed in a surrealist 
and sublime background, creating a paradigm of understanding. We live in 
a world constantly challenging us to adapt and evolve. Emergence signifies 
this metamorphosis from being to becoming on his terms. For him, art 
serves as an escape from this blind race, where he works towards his own 
growth, to emerge as a more conscious being, and find his sacred place in 
this cosmos.



ACQUAINTED WITH THE NIGHT, 2022
Oil on canvas, 48 x 30 inches



AN IMMORTAL ENCOUNTER, 2022
Oil on canvas, 48 x 30 inches



THE CREATION, 2022
Oil on canvas, 48 x 30 inches



THE LURE, 2022
Oil on canvas, 36 x 24 inches



WHEN BREATH BECOMES AIR, 2022
Oil on canvas, 36 x 24 inches



THE SOUL SEEKER, 2022
Oil on canvas, 36 x 48 inches



BETWEEN TWO KINGDOMS, 2022
Oil on canvas, 36 x 30 inches



DEEP WITH IN, 2022
Oil on canvas, 24 x 18 inches



BLESSED BY ZEUS, 2022
Oil on canvas, 42 x 30 inches



THE AWAKENING, 2022
Oil on canvas, 48 x 48 inches



THE DAYDREAMER, 2022
Oil on canvas, 20 x 30 inches




